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Justice Department Budget 
Q. What about the Justice Department? 

Are you asking for specific cuts in—[inaudi-
ble]? 

The President. We’re looking at all—
we’ve asked our Secretaries on all Cabinets 
to take a review of their full budgets, and 
we’ll submit a budget here later on. 

Office of National AIDS Policy 
Q. Mr. President, on the subject of the 

AIDS Office, there are still some misunder-
standing about whether there is going to 
be an AIDS czar, like——

The President. Well, there’s going to be 
a focus on AIDS, and people can apply 
any title they want. But there’s going to 
be a person in my office who has got the 
responsibility of coordinating the AIDS pol-
icy throughout the Federal Government. 

Middle East 
Q. What did you say to Mr. Arafat? 
The President. Oh, I had a good talk 

with Mr. Arafat. I’ve also had talks with 
other leaders throughout the region, and 
I urged calm. I said it was very important 
to give the newly elected leader of Israel 
a chance, a chance to form a government 
and a chance to do what he said he wanted 

to do, which is to promote the peace in 
the region. And I certainly hope that peo-
ple recognize that change does not nec-
essarily mean that the peace process won’t 
go forward. 

I think we ought to take Mr. Sharon 
for his word, and that is, he wants to pro-
mote peace in the Middle East. I look for-
ward to watching him put a government 
together and then fulfilling what he said 
he would do. 

Q. Are you concerned about the violence 
yesterday, the bombings? 

The President. I’m concerned about all 
kinds of violence. But I firmly believe that 
the best policy is to encourage leaders to 
just remain resolute in their willingness to 
promote the peace and give the Sharon 
government a chance to form a government 
and then to be able to do what he said 
he wanted to do, which is to promote peace 
in the Middle East. 

Have a good weekend, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m. in 
Ms. Tentman’s classroom. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gloria Dobbins, principal, J.C. 
Nalle Elementary School; Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; and 
Prime Minister-elect Ariel Sharon of Israel.

The President’s Radio Address 
February 10, 2001

Good morning. This past week I have 
been making the case for tax reductions. 
I’ve asked Congress to act quickly on my 
tax relief plan, so that Americans can face 
these uncertain economic times with more 
of their own money. I will continue to 
make that case until relief has passed. 

And next week I will also focus on an-
other important issue, our national security. 
This is the most basic commitment of 
America’s Government and the greatest re-
sponsibility of an American President. Our 

Nation’s ideals inspire the world, but our 
Nation’s ships and planes and armies must 
defend these ideals and sustain our allies 
and friends. 

American influence is unquestioned, but 
maintaining it requires work in every gen-
eration. The relative peace our Nation en-
joys today is not inevitable. Peace is earned 
by strength, and strength begins with the 
men and women who wear the uniform. 
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New weapons and technologies are impor-
tant, but they are only as effective as the 
people who use them. 

On Monday I will travel to Fort Stewart, 
in Georgia, to meet with soldiers and their 
families. I want to thank them for their 
service and give my full support in return. 
They deserve the best training, the latest 
and best equipment, and long overdue im-
provements in their pay, housing, and 
standard of living. And so, as I promised, 
I will announce meaningful increases in 
funding to improve the lives of our men 
and women in uniform. 

There’s an old military saying: Soldiers 
enlist, but families reenlist. We need to 
treat families well and encourage military 
careers. All our men and women in uni-
form, after all, are volunteers. We must 
make sure our military is a place where 
Americans are proud to serve and proud 
to stay. 

On Tuesday I will be in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, for a tour of the Joint Forces Com-
mand and a glimpse of the next generation 
of military weapons. America has some big 
choices to make as we prepare for the chal-
lenges and dangers of modern warfare. Bat-
tles will no longer be won by size alone; 
stealth and speed will matter more. And 
we must make sure our country, itself, is 

protected from attack from ballistic missiles 
and high-tech terrorists. 

At week’s end I will meet in Washington 
with Secretary of State Colin Powell and 
our diplomats at the State Department. I 
selected General Powell for that post, in 
part, because he brings a soldier’s wisdom 
to the work of diplomacy. His charge is 
to help me pursue a clear, consistent, and 
decisive foreign policy. Whenever America 
acts in the world, our principles must be 
certain, our intentions beyond doubt, our 
strength beyond challenge. This is how con-
flicts are avoided. This is how problems 
are dealt with before they become crises. 

Next week’s trips signal the priority I 
place on our military. The highest honor 
and greatest duty of this office is to serve 
as Commander in Chief. I want every man 
and woman in the Armed Forces to know 
that I respect your service and appreciate 
your sacrifice. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:41 
a.m. on February 9 in the Oval Office at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
February 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 9 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on United States 
Intelligence Provided to Multinational Organizations 
February 9, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
In accordance with section 308 of the 

1997 Intelligence Authorization Act, I am 
forwarding to the specified committees of 
the Congress the eighth semiannual report 
on U.S. intelligence provided to the United 
Nations and other multinational organiza-
tions. This classified report details the types 
and volume of the intelligence support pro-
vided by the United States during the 6-

month period ending September 30, 2000, 
and the purposes for which it was provided. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse 
Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Richard C. Shelby, chairman, 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence; 
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